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Between making The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas in 2008 and this 
year's Netflix hit Sex Education Asa Butterfield has successfully 
auditioned for Martin Scorsese and Tim Burton and many more 
leading directors. Take it away Asa ... 

HELLO :l 

My first acting job was aged 9, and have literally lost count of the 
number of auditions I've had since then, successful and 
regrettable! I've learned something from every one though. 
I'm delighted The Reel Scene asked me to share my personal tips 
on landing a role. So here's my take on everything from 
preparation to execution, character development and more ... 
Asa x 
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CHOOSE THE RIGHT ROLE 

If you're lucky enough to have an agent then don't pester them 
for auditions, let them do what they're good at - finding roles 
that are right for you. If don't have an agent and land an 
audition, then do your research first - Who is the director? 
What have they done before? Will the role further your career? 
And don't forget, no budget could mean no insurance! 

Split the script into a beginning middle and end, noting the 
important changes, the character's arc through the scene. And 
develop a back story to add depth to your performance. Be 
prepared for the director to throw a curveball and ask for 
something unexpected too. And don't set foot in the room 
unless you're completely off book with your lines! 
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MAKE YOUR SELF TAPE 
1

POP
1

A poorly recorded audition tape can ruin your chances. 
So consider everything a DOP would - framing, lighting and 
eyeline. Make sure the background doesn't distract from the 
image and get the sound as good as you can. Finally, and this 
really helps me, have another actor read the other lines (not 
your neighbour!). 

IT
1

S NOT 
1

ONLY ACTING
1

So swat up on the production before the audition and be 
abreast of what's happening in the industry. A director wants 
to know you're passionate about acting! Try to relax and be 
friendly, and follow any direction closely (and don't be afraid to 
ask if it isn't clear). 
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STAY STRONG 

You won't hear back from an audition unless you get the role 
or a callback - directors have bigger issues than your 
sensitivities I'm afraid. And if you don't get the role don't be 
disheartened, perhaps your acting was great but you simply 
weren't what they were looking for. Treat it as a great learning 
experience and march onwards, stronger and wiser, to your 
next audition! 

It's vital to keep your 'acting chops' fit and healthy. So stay 
busy with writing, theatre or making stuff with your mates. 
Stay in touch with the network too, so people know you're 
available. Workshops, the network and classes at The Reel 
Scene are a great way to keep in acting shape! 
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From our 12 month intensive course to our one-day workshops, 
The Reel Scene gives actors everything they need to pursue their 
new career. Our tutors are working industry professionals and we 
use top-end crews and equipment. So you leave feeling inspired, con
fident and armed with gigabytes of sparkling footage to make your 
mark with. We have our own casting agency too, and over 97% of our 
students gain representation. And we pride ourselves in having a 
huge network of actors and students to keep you involved, sup
ported, encouraged, informed and most importantly - busy! 

Our courses are taught by the best coaches - working professional 
actors. They are FCA approved and our finance plans help you 
spread the cost. Whether you're a beginner or a pro, we teach you 
everything you need to start or progress your acting career: 
audition technique, how to make a killer self-tape; acting tech
niques including Stanislavski, Chekov and Meisner, voice and 
movement, improvisation and more. We also offer headshots and 
showreel footage. 

12 Month Screen Acting Course - An intense, year-long acting course 
that runs on weekends and culminates in a festival ready short film. 

3-Month Acting Course - A part-time course to help you progress 
your acting career.

The Event - Our 6 day intensive acting course that ends with 
headshots, showreel and potential agency representation 

One Day Acting Workshop - Get your juices flowing, for 
beginners and pro's alike. 

3 hour Taster Workshop - Meet the team and plan your acting 
career, for just £30. 

Masterclasses - Spend 3 days learning from some truly inspiring 
actors, such as Asa Butterfield. 
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